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wish to free the country with the help of the sword will need ages
to succeed in their effort.
If even the Muslims of India try to follow in the footsteps-
of Mustafa Kamal Pasha, they will taint the fair name of Islam.
Islam attaches the utmost importance to peace. Patience is far
better than anger, than the use of physical force. The people of
India have followed peace and truth for a long time. Let them
win swaraj this very day by adopting them again; if they dis*
card these, they had better remain slaves. One cannot in the same
moment proceed towards both east and west. The path followed
by the West is one of violence and atheism; it looks like it for
the present at any rate. The path followed by the East, it has long
been proved, is one of peace, dharma and of faith in God, The
centre of the West at the present day is England. That of the
East has been India since time immemorial The world thinks
that England rules an empire and India is her chief maid-servant.
Our present effort is to win deliverance from this slavery. If this
land of Bharat wishes to end her slavery, she can do so only with
the help of her old weapons of non-violence and truth.
There is at the present time not a single country on the face
of the earth which is weaker than India in point of physical
strength. Even tiny Afghanistan can growl at her.
With whose help does India hope to fight with England?
Japan's? If it fights with the help of Kabul, or of some other
country, it will have to accept the slavery of that country. Hence,
if the country wishes to be free in this generation, it can count
on no help other than God's. And God protects only those who
follow truth and non-violence. Thus, the divine warning from
Gorakhpur wants us to understand this if we wish to see our
dreams 'come true: We must cultivate the spirit of non-violence.
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